STUDIES   IN   PROSE
similar hands. In one, the trustees are twelve
and no more. In the other, they are twenty-
one. In one the power is in a single board.
In the other it is divided between two boards.
Altho the act professes to include the old trus-
tees in the new corporation, yet that was with-
out their assent, and against their remon-
strance; and no person can be compelled to
be a member of such a corporation against his
will. It was neither expected nor intended
that they should be members of the new cor-
poration. The act itself treats the old cor-
poration as at an end, and, going on the
ground that all its functions have ceased, it
provides for the first meeting and organiza-
tion of the new corporation. It expressly pro-
vides also that the new corporation shall have
and hold all the property of .the old, a provi-
sion which would be quite unnecessary upon
any other ground than that the old corpora-
tion was dissolved. But if it could be con-
tended that the effect of these acts was not
entirely to abolish the old corporation, yet it
is manifest that they impair and invade the
rights, property, and powers of the trustees
tinder the charter, as a corporation, and the
legal rights, privileges and immunities which
belong to them as individual members of the
corporation.
The twelve trustees were the sole legal own-
ers of all they acquired under the charter. By
the acts others are admitted, against their will,
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